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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








never belonged to me though I 


have acted as though it did.  


Please forgive my sinful foolishness. Yours is the 


kingdom, world without end."


_____________________________________


Cont. from page1





Often times we do and say things that are not pleasing to God (that 


is what sin is about) but it is our reaction to the chastening of His word that displays the true nature of our heart. If we fail to repent of our sin, we are doing so from a rebellious heart and not one of the innocence of children. Can we expect God to be pleased with us?


       Little children want to please their parents and they learn to do this by the instruction we give them in love. So it must be with us, if we are to have son-ship with God. It is said of God, "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth", (Heb. 12:6) The word is "paideno" or "paideia" and is exclusive to training children by instruction 


and not punishment. When Paul admonishes, "And, ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord". (Eph. 6: 4), it is in the 


image of God, with His children, that these words are given. A pure heart allows one to say "not my will but Thy will be done".


     As we worship God today, 


may we all approach Him with the 


heart of a child, ready to hear His instructions and strive to please Him.





			JP





What does this parable say to us as human beings?  We have been 


blessed by God with such eminent privileges.  Life itself is a marvel, but life with an intellect, will and moral conscience is transcendently remarkable.  We are "fearfully and wonderfully made" (Psalm 139:14).  And God has equipped us to live 


fully and joyously in this world by "filling our hearts with food and gladness" (Acts 14:17) and giving 


"us richly all things to enjoy" 


 (1 Tim. 6:17).


      Moreover, God has determined out of eternity that we, if willing, are to be more than His creatures.  We 


are to be His sons and daughters (Ephesians 1:4,5), heirs of His glory (Romans 8:14-17).


       Yet, discontent and ungrateful, and filled with an inflated sense of 


our own importance, we, like the ancient Jews, have tried arrogantly to take control of our lives and seize the credit for whatever good there is in them (Romans 1:21).


      The question is: What is the vineyard of God for us?  What gift of God have we tried to take for ourselves?  Is it lifestyle or future plans, a cherished career, our family, our image, money, property?  And when did the transition from His to mine take place?  Nothing happens so easily and so subtly as people who live and function in a world created and maintained by God beginning to 





foolishness is the only thing that exceeds our folly.  As already noted, it is the behavior of the vineyard owner of the parable that shocks us.  What landowner would put up with even the tiniest bit of such brutal arrogance?  For ourselves we must ask just how many of God's entreaties for change (through His word, others, or provident circumstances) we have rejected.


     Our behavior in God's "vineyard" whether it is His creation or His church should always acknowledge His ownership and sovereign rule.  Our refusal to submit to and live within such obvious truth fills with absolute equity the righteous judgment of God upon us (Matthew 21:40-46).  As Paul has observed, emboldened in our wickedness of God's patience we simply store up for ourselves "wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God" (Romans 2:4,5).  The very thought of such should be a reality check for people both religious and irreligious.


     Perhaps as Lloyd John Ogilvie has suggested we should take another look down the road from our vineyard and see who is coming still in His righteousness and grace to receive His own.  Mercy unspeakable is giving us another opportunity to open our life to its true owner.  Now we 


can finally say what we have in our sinful stubbornness formerly refused to say: "Lord, this is your vineyard, this is your life.  It has 





					





Forgetting Who Owns The World


By Paul Earnhart


Jesus' parable of the wicked husbandmen was a stinging rebuke for first century Jews who had tried to seize the kingdom of God for themselves, but it is an equally powerful warning for inhabitants of the late twentieth century who are still chasing the same illusion.








think they own it all or ought to. Call it the god-complex of the Garden of Eden, (Genesis 3:5,6) or a gargantuan case of denial, we have the power to convince ourselves of the impossible! Thoughts of how hard we have worked for what we have or how much we desire what we are on the verge of achieving begin to dominate.  We begin to begrudge even the little service we give God as if it were some undeserved gratuity, and we think of Him only in crisis times when the vineyard of our lives bears no grapes.  It is an ugly picture and unconscionable.


       What makes things even more 


incredible is the fact that those to 


whom the parable was first addressed were "devoutly" religious!  None therefore should pay more careful attention to the lessons of the parable than those who see themselves as servants of God.   Is it Christ who rules in our local churches or some mindless "democracy" which allows no disconnect from our agenda and the worldly culture in which we live?  


Have we very cleverly dispossessed 


the Son of God from His church and seized it for our own without concern for the fact that He is both its owner (Matthew 16:18) and its head (Ephesians 1:22,23)?  The world is full of "Christians” who want nothing to do with the Jesus of Scripture and in their own refined way murder Him afresh.


      The patience of God with such





 Pure Hearts and the Kingdom





Matt 19: 14 re-used 10/30/2011





     As most of you know, I have a love and fascination for small children. I am intrigued 


with their love of life, their grasp of instruction and how they employ what they learn, their reaction to correction and above all, their innocence in all of this. Pure in heart they are waiting, looking to parents, to be filled with 


truth.  What a sobering responsibility we have to guide them in truth. 


     When Jesus said " Suffer the little children to come unto me; forbid them not: for to such belongeth the kingdom of God". (Mark 10:14), it was of this innocence that he spoke. Furthermore 


it is to you and me (i.e. adults) that He is speaking. The Kingdom of God is made up of those who have the pure heart of a child. A heart that will turn toward the Father, willing to 


receive His instructions and please Him. It is so certain, that He goes on to say, " Whosoever 


shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein".  (Mark 10:15) Jesus makes it very clear that this is the only way to see God. In His teaching of the beatitudes, He said, " Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God". (Matt 5:8) 


 Cont. on page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Her surgery was a big success and her pain is greatly re is much relieved. God has surely answered 


our prayers for her and we are thankful.


Sis. Elaine Clem 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby


The Guytons, who are traveling, 


The Phillips, will be in Florida two weeks


_______________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Tuesday 10/11 at 7:30 PM


At the Building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Michael Burke


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Rex Veteto


   Asst. 5-----Andy Williams


2nd Prayer----Bob Butler


Scripture Reading---Ross Statham


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----David Brown


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Song Leader-------Ken Gay


2nd Prayer------Malcolm Smith


Scripture Reading--Drew Bowman


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Michael Burke


Announcements----David Brown


Closing Prayer-----Jason Gaston


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Marty Hammond


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














